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17. Methods and Purpose

This report incorporates and expands upon materggdared by the same consultant for the Rolfe
Homestead State Register listing (2004) and thaaee¢l Rolfe Barn National Register listing (2007).
The purpose of expanding those listings by addinget additional properties—6, 10 and 11 Penacook
Street—is to incorporate an additional Rolfe fanpitpperty (11 Penacook) recently purchased by The
Penacook Historical Society, as well as other gutiis property that was part of the original Naitlan
Rolfe Farm and still in Rolfe family ownership (618 Penacook). The intent is to list the entirérdis
on the State Register.

18. Geographical Context

The Rolfe Family Historic District is located in iecook, New Hampshire, a former agricultural and
later industrial village at the northern end of tiiy of Concord. The district spans both sides of
Penacook Street on intervale farmland on the westaf the Merrimack River. Although late9
century houses are now close by, the districtaditiveys a contained unit and the historic building
relate visually to each other.

19. Historical Background

The Rolfe family’s presence in Penacook dates bathke early 1770s, when the grandsons of the
original proprietor of this property, moved herengamin and Nathaniel Rolfe were the first white
settlers in Penacook, which was the northernmest af Concord. From Concord’s earliest settlement
erain 1726, the Rolfe family had figured promireim local history, and subsequent generations
continued to play key roles in its agriculturaklustrial, and social development, particularlyhia t
Village of Penacook after the 1770s. For the n&% Ylears, the family erected houses in this area,
typically with members of different generations nmayvbetween them and sharing them.

The first Rolfe in Concord was Henry Rolfe (1677/2Y, who was born in Newbury, Massachusetts to a
family that numbered among its first settlers. 1i2@, he became one of one-hundred proprietorseof th
new plantation of Penny Cook on the Merrimack RivEhat winter, he and a few others hunkered
down in the frontier community, a period descriliethe proprietors’ records as a time of bitterdcol

with little food. The following spring, Rolfe serden a committee of three charged with ensuring tha
the conditions of settling the new town were caroeit. Among the necessary items were building a
sawmill and a grist mill, so that settlers coul@jimeto erect houses; selecting a minister; andhtagut
roads and a burial ground. In 1730, Reverend Tign@tlalker arrived in Penny Cook, where he
ministered to the settlers until his death in 148@.and his descendants were closely intertwineld wi

the Rolfe family. Appointed moderator, Henry Ragtiesided over early town meetings. In late 1732, he
submitted a petition to the Massachusetts Genarait@mploring that it allow the settlement to betw

an incorporated township in order to better condscffairs. In 1737, he served on a committee to
review the boundary dispute between Massachusedtlaw Hampshiré.

Henry Rolfe received a 1 ¥ acre house lot, as agell seven-acre home (or field) lot, for which aelp
five pounds. He subsequently purchased a numbetdifional lots scattered throughout the township,
several of which had been forfeited for lack of payt. A report of the status of each proprietastsn

! Concord was initially the plantation of Penny Csmetimes spelled Pennacook). In 1734 it wasrpurated as the
Town of Rumford, renamed Concord in 1765.

2 Bouton, 1856: 83-90, 114-19, 140. The importarfamits in the new settlement was underscored leydtier of both fifty
pounds and fifty acres to whomever carried out tiesd.
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1731 indicates that Rolfe had built a house that ihabited. Rolfe’s home was one of sixty-one
occupied dwellings in the new community, and htlee of several hundred cleared acres, as the
proprietors worked toward their goal of incorpangta township. Rolfe and his wife, Hannah Toppan
(1679-1758) of Newbury, had schildren. While Henry remained in Concord until 578 appears that
Hannah stayed behind in Newbury her entire lifewkleer, two of their sons, Benjamin and Nathaniel,
ultimately settled in Concord.

Henry’s son, Benjamin Rolfe (1710-71), a recentlgede of Harvard College, was living in Concord by
1731, when he became the clerk for the proprietopmsition he held for nearly forty years. Ovex th
years, Benjamin held every major office in towrgluding the only town clerk between 1732 and 1769,
selectman during the 1730s and 1740s, state legisénd clerk to the commission appointed in 1@37
determine the boundary line between Massachusadtdlaw Hampshire. At the age of sixty, Benjamin
married Reverend Walker’s oldest daughter, Sar&lo, was half his age. The couple had one son, Paul,
born in 1770. A year later, Benjamin died, leavamestate valued at over four thousand pounds,
making him the wealthiest man in Concdrd.

Far less is known about Henry’s other son, Nathdoée (1713-1808), and the father of the two
brothers who settled in Penacook. Nathaniel wasdiin Concord by 1736, when he was appointed a
fence viewer. Over the next several years, his regppears regularly in the Concord town record$ieas
assumed various offices. In 1742, he married hisiop Hannah Rolfe of Newbury (1720-93), the
granddaughter of his uncle, John. The couple wasglin Concord the following year, but shortly
moved to Newbury. Both deeds and birth recordsaieiey moved to Haverhill, Massachusetts by
1748, where they remained through at least 1762estuhbly long afterwardBy 1778 they had
returned to Concord, as Nathaniel was chosen tesept Concord at the General Assembly in Exeter
that year. The couple established a farm on NadteSStreet in West Concotd.

In the early 1770s, Nathaniel (1744-1829) and Bamgca. 1752-1828) Rolfe, two of Nathaniel and
Hannah’s sons and both born in Newbury, establishedRolfe Farm on the west bank of the
Merrimack River in PenacodkPenacook in 1770 was not entirely uninhabited tiberte were no

3Bouton: 128-131. After 1735, Henry Rolfe’s namelomger appears in Concord town records, and thelNephistory
reports that that same year, he was appointeadtdonanittee charged with dividing Essex County inddf. HCoffin, 1845:
204]

* Bouton, 1856: 102, 513, 555-56. Slightly over hilBenjamin Rolfe’s worth was in real estate, whigould have
included his “mansion” house at the junction of ®ddain and Water streets, later known as the Raiig Rumford
Asylum. (The house was torn down in the mid-tweahtigentury.) A year after her husband’s death, ISararried Benjamin
Thompson. Twelve years her junior and a handson® &zhool teacher brought to Concord by SaralfefaThompson
exploited the wealth and social standing he acduin@m the marriage to ingratiate himself with Btish military. Within

a few years, he left his wife and their young ddaegto move to Europe, where he remained the fdssdife, eventually
adopting the title Count Rumford.

® Concord Town Records, 1732-1820; Merrimack Coureygistry of Deeds; Moore, 1824: 40; Bouton: 154if@a. 1981:
I-5.7; Henderson, 1991.

®Their farm may have included the four-acre Lot uaed by Henry Rolfe in the “Rattlesnake Plaing/islon, as West
Concord was called (see Bouton: 86, 127). It ie #isught to be the same farm that was later adagstehe Town Farm for
paupers. That farmhouse still stands at the nosttezainer of North State and Peabody streets, asdowrchased by the
town in 1827 from Timothy Walker'® the grandson of Reverend Walker. [Amsden: 25:11]

" Accounts differ as to when the brothers arrive@é@macook. Local historian Bouton, writing in 185g&tes that they came
“to this town” about 1758, but unfortunately does reveal his source for this date (see p. 236).7B8 Nathaniel would
have been fourteen years old and Benjamin onlyEsirn if Bouton was referring to Concord, rathemtifPenacook, when
he wrote “to this town,” the date still does ndugiwith documentary records, as the brothers’ pangare living in
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settlers near the Merrimack River on the Concadéd.sbince 1737, there had been ferry service from
Canterbury to just above the mouth of the Contokd®imer, servicing the earliest settlers in Boscawe
and a road linked Concord and Boscawen. At the Byitpthe section of Penacook west of the village
where Washington, Borough and River Roads converrge approximately 1 %2 miles from the Rolfe
Farm, Richard Elliot built a sawmill and dam by 07&hich operated for many years by successive
family members. By 1790, it was joined by a seceammill, as well as a grist mill, both built by Abe
Baker. Across the Contoocook, on the Boscawendfigkenacook Village, Jeremiah Chandler erected a
gristmill and sawmill at about the same time, joity a carding and finishing mill a decade I&ter.

The land that Nathaniel and Benjamin Rolfe setil@d part of their grandfather’s substantial holding
since passed to his sons. Circa 1774, the broénecsed the north half of the Nathaniel Rolfe Homise
the current site of 6 Penacook Street— a shommiist north of where it now stantig/ithin a few years,
the brothers enlarged the house by appending aniotiestanding structure to its south end. This may
have occurred in 1778, the year of Nathaniel’s iager™®

Nathaniel Rolfe was evidently an astute individwéh a knack for real estate and farming. In 17%s8,
ranked in the top seven percent of Concord taxgdydthat year, Nathaniel and Benjamin each
received from their father a quarter interest muenber of tracts, most of which had been purchaged
Henry Rolfe. Over the next six years, he made audit purchases. Thus, by 1784, Nathaniel owned a
minimum of 322 acres and had an interest in at kasther 246 acrés.

In 1778, Nathaniel married Judith Walker Chandlét4@-1806), one of Reverend Walker’s three
daughters and the widow of Capt. Abial Chandfedudith brought her three young daughters with her
to the Rolfe Farm, and the couple had another ttinddren between 1781 and 1785. The oldest, Abiel,
was named for her late husband. In 1784, BenjamifeRnarried Molly Sweat (ca. 1764-1803). Molly
was the daughter of Benjamin Sweat, a weaver wheeda Concord from Kingston and was one of the
early settlers in the Borough. Between 1785 and® 1t couple had five children. If the house had n
yet been expanded to accommodate Nathaniel’s nenlyfat must have been for Benjamin’s
expanding family. In 1793, there were up to fiftgeople living under its rodf:

Haverhill, Massachusetts in the 1850s and at Eskite as 1862. Twentieth century historian, Graosden, also states
that they settled here “as early as 1758.” A métiesi researcher, Amsden unfortunately does notigeadocumentation for
this claim, but was probably reiterating Boutorliaim. [Amsden, ca. 1930-60: XIV:2] By contrast, thethers’ great-
grandson, Abial W. Rolfe, also an amateur histgnaces their arrival ca. 1770. [Rolfe, 1913] Tthge fits their ages — by
then twenty-six and eighteen — as well as the dfatiee house.

® Brown, 1902: 8-9.

° Rolfe, 1913. It is likely the men initially buiétnd occupied a crude log structure while they cangtd the house.
'Bouton, 1856: 686.

1 Bouton: 758. Nathaniel's land holdings were valaedleven pounds, fourteen shillings and eightpen

12Books 1/109-110 (1778), 1/111-112 (1779), 1/113@) & 1/114 (1784). The exact parcels and theaieage are provided
in the Rolfe Barn National Register nomination.

3 Frederick Rolfe’s family genealogy gives the cimiihg marriage date of 1780 (March"™6At her father’s death in 1782,
Judith inherited 150 pounds, a sum that may hartbdred Nathaniel’s ability to purchase his reshtes

1 The 1790 census lists both Benjamin and Nathasidleads of households. Within Benjamin’s housewel@ one adult
man (Benjamin), two men under sixteen (his sond)taree women (his wife and two daughters). Na#ianhousehold
included two adult men and three men under sixteiece the couple had only two sons, it suggestetmay have been two
hired hands living with the family.
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In the winter of 1794-95, Benjamin and his fama§tIConcord to pioneer in Rumford, Maine, named
for Concord, New Hampshire and settled by residehtsat town. Before leaving Penacook, Benjamin
sold to his brother his interest in the land thegl cquired from their fathét.

By the 1790s, Nathaniel Rolfe’s farm of well ov@03acres — and likely as much as 500 acres —
extended west of the Merrimack River, as far atayé Street (until recently called South Main Siree
and south from the Boscawen town line to Goodwioint!® Nathaniel took an interest in civic affairs,
serving on the committee that divided the town sthool districts in 1807, as required by state law
Either he or his father was elected surveyor ofiviays in 1783’ Despite his wealth and prominence,
he continued to reside in the modest house andtkdezd in 1829. However, ca. 1790, he erected a
magnificent barn—the Nathaniel Rolfe Barn—a streetof immense proportions that underscored his
exceptionally prosperous agricultural enterprisé eould house the overflowing harvests of Concord’s
intervals.

A decade before he died, Nathaniel sold a thiddi®homestead land to his two sons, Deakbiel

Rolfe (1781-1840) and Capt. Henry Rolfe (1785-188% remaining third passed to them shortly

before his deatff Capt. Henry and his wife, Deborah Carter (17869)8#whom he married in 1808,

had their first four children in the Nathaniel RoHouse. In 1815, the couple built 41 PenacookeStre

just up the street, where they went on to havehemaeven children. Deacon Abiel, who never mayried
remained in the Nathaniel Rolfe House until 1834ewhe erected 11 Penacook Street across the street
from the barr?

A decade before the start of major industry in lBenk, Capt. Henry founded the family industry, a
move that gradually shifted the family’s pursuitsmh agriculture to industry. In 1825, he erected a
sawmill on Merrimack Street, the first mill to beeeted in the center of Penacook Village on the
Concord side of the river. The mill stood on arifiarél stream that came out of a pond near theris/
mouth.

Near the mill, Capt. Henry created a public landimghe Merrimack River, on the east side of
Penacook Street at the juncture of Merrimack Si{lieehediately north of the historic district andda

the site of the depot), where the lumber couldoaeléd onto rafts and floated down river, eventually
Boston Harbof? The landing also accommodated logs and sawn lufndr@rmills at the Borough and
even farther afield, from Hopkinton and Warner. Tingerial floated down the Contoocook River to the

5 Book 2/64. This land represented the sum tot&8lasfiamin’s holdings in Concord.

'8 Nathaniel's great-grandson, Abial W. Rolfe, writim 1913, described the land holdings thus: famprised all the
[land?] lying between the main road leading to Begen, the town line on the north, the MerrimackeRias it originally
run, and on the south to the road leading from Ma#d to Sewalls Falls, thence from a point on saédl about 2/3 the
distance from Main road to road leading to R.Rtigtisat Penacook, thence to what is now the olshebbof Merrimack
river to a point about 100 rods east of said rosldhille Nathaniel owned nearly 600 acres by 1784 atiaf the land was in
Penacook.

" Bouton: 758; Concord Town Records: 181.

8 Book 1/120 (1818), 3/551 (1818), 18/502 (1829 Titst conveyances were for $2,500 each, andittiaé fbr $1,000.
There is no record that Nathaniel's other childlithy wife of Nathan Chandler, received any of féwily land, though
coincidentally, her son, Nathan Chandler, purchassaby 35 Penacook ca. 1835.

9 While it is not entirely certain, it appears thiz first generation of Abiel Rolfes (ie., Deacobiél) spelled his name with
an “e” and subsequent with an “a”.

2 Amsden, XIV:3; Brown, 1902:11. By 1814, the Mersdck River was navigable from Concord to Chelmsfaith locks
and canals bypassing the various falls. In Chelndsfoaffic continued along the twenty-seven nifleldlesex Canal to
Boston.
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falls, where it was loaded onto carts and carriegtland to the landing. Much of the lumber was used
construct mills and churches in Lowell, a fast-girggyvmanufacturing town, and some found its way to
markets in Bostof®

In 1837, undoubtedly anticipating rapid developmarthe wake of Penacook’s new cotton mill, Capt.
Henry also erected a planing mill in the villaggsttime on the north bank of the Contoocook Riwer
Boscawen. Under the name Henry Rolfe & S@res, Capt. Nathaniel, Col. Abial and Timothy)eth
shop turned out sash, doors and blinds. Circa 1i88&0amily added a box shop that made boxes #or th
shoe and dry goods business. With the exceptienf@fmiture shop, the Rolfe shop was the largestllo
employer”? The Rolfes sold their sawmill in 1864 to WilliantaBchard, who replaced it with an
excelsior factory?® In 1866, two of Nathaniel's sons, Charles M. aial W., assumed control of the
business, which they renamed C. M. & A. W. Rolfd aglocated to Commercial Street on the
Boscawen side of the river. In 1880, they movdzhitk to the Concord side, near the site of the éorm
Rolfe sawmill, taking over James Crowther’s sasth @wor shop and expanding it over the years. It was
powered by steam and described, albeit by therfgresof the best equipped establishments of the kin
in New England.” It was well-served by the North&ailroad, which passed within a few feet. A
passenger and freight depot had long replacedubkcpiver landing, and the Rolfe shop erected
storehouses on their agricultural land close byrélileoad tracks, east of 11 Penacook Street.iBSgart

ca. 1893, the brothers also leased the former @kaittsawmill from the Penacook Electric Light
Company at the Borough, where they cut lumbertfershop and made casés.

The shop operated for over 100 years, under fimegions of Rolfe family ownership and
management, not closing until ca. 1941. In 190@mployed fifty people and produced 2,000,000 feet
of pine lumber annuall§” Many of its employees built and occupied houseste along Merrimack,
Penacook and Rolfe Streets. At the time it cloieeglsash, door and blind shop was Penacook’s lbnges
operating industry — and the only one run by susigeggenerations of the same family. During this
period, the use of the barn slowly shifted fronesohgricultural purposes to housing the shop’skwor
horses.

Between 1834 and 1849, various of Capt. Henry’klodm occupied the Nathaniel Rolfe House.
According to family records, it was Henry’s oldesh, Capt. Nathaniel, who moved the house around
the corner to Merrimack Street ca. 1849, whereoibd just west of 116 Merrimack Street for the next
forty years?®

Capt. Nathaniel (1814-1900), married Mary Jane Mad@17-1876) in 1839. Immediately after their
marriage, the couple lived with Nathaniel’'s uné@eacon Abiel, at 11 Penacook Street, where thair fi
two children were born, in 1841 and 1843 hough Nathaniel inherited 11 Penacook Street tgi®n
uncle’s death in 1840, the couple moved to 41 RaslaStreet by 1844, remaining there for a few years

*! Rolfe, 1901: 66; Brown: 317.

2 Brown, 1902: 271.

% Brown, 1902: 29.

%4 Rolfe, 1901: 67; Brown, 1902: 29-32, 44, 477. Farch of its passage through Penacook, the NorfReilnoad crossed
land sold to it by the Rolfes.

%% Brown, 1902: 348.

% Why the house was moved remains a mystery, uitteasw site offered better expansion opportunibesNathaniel’s
growing family.

2" The 1840 census indicates the couple shared teeheith five other men and two additional women
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before moving yet again to “small house on Merrikn&treet lately owned by the Bean [heirs].” Circa
1849, they relocated the Nathaniel Rolfe Houseliaed in it for several years. By then, their houslel
included their four children and two hired laborddsiring their time in the Nathaniel Rolfe Houdeg t
couple’s final two children were boffi.

Meanwhile, Nathaniel's parents (Capt. Henry anddab) moved into 11 Penacook Street, joined by
his sister and brother-in-law, Rhoda and David Earnafter his mother’s death. By 1859, Nathaniel
and his family were the sole occupafits.

After Capt. Nathaniel vacated the Nathaniel Roltig, his brother, Col. Abial (1823-1903), moved

in. Col. Abial married Sarah Elizabeth Call (182381) of Boscawen in 1847, and their only child,
Lizzie, was born the following year. Col. Abial tfu school for a short period of time before jogin

his brothers, Capt. Nathaniel and Henry, in thef&f@mily shop. His family was living in the houlsg
1858 and remained there for forty years. Severalsyafter his wife died, Col. Abial moved the hotse
its third — and final — site on Penacook Street sasithwest of the Rolfe Barfi.On this final site, the
house sat on granite posts, without a cellar (whiblad on the previous site), and the chimney ses

on a pile of fieldstones. Its location in what wilas south barnyard was not a typical spot for a
residence. Perhaps the family planned to convertdtan outbuilding, or perhaps it saw the locats

a temporary resting spot, planning ultimately tcali@ the ancestral home in a more advantageous spot

Captain Nathaniel’'s son, Abial Walker Rolfe (18422®), and wife, Georgianna Gage (1848-1944)
resided at 11 Penacook Street for their entireisdhiives, and Abial worked in the family busingise
entire time. All three of their sons, Herbert, Ha@. and Frederick, followed their father into faenily
business, and two spent their entire adult livaadi within the district, Herbert at 6 Penacook and
Frederick at 11 Penacook.

The Rolfes farmed this area throughout th& @&ntury, though to lesser degrees as family mesnber
became more engaged with the shop and sawmilhéy860s, the family also started to sell substhnti
tracts of the land. In the1860 agricultural censios figures valuing the farming implements and
numbers of livestock and crops are remarkably sinfdr the two adjacent farms at 11 and 41
Penacook, then owned by Capt. Nathaniel and hihérdimothy respectively. Indeed, it is often even
the same figure, leading one to speculate whetliehmas shared between the two properties. Given
its enormous capacity, it is likely all of the Resfstill farming shared in the use of the b&rmn.

A decade later, the only family name to appearbh&AW. Rolfe, who would have been living at 11

Penacook Street by then with his parents and nég Whe nine acres listed with his farm could not
have reflected its actual size, although overadrapons had clearly been substantially scaled,back
likely reflecting increased involvement with therfdy industrial enterprise¥. Abial W. Rolfe is again
the only family member to appear in the 1880 cenasnd if the figures are accurate, reveal a barely

81850 Population Census; Rolfe, 1913.

291850 Population Census; Rolfe, 1913.

%9 In place of the house, Col. Abial erected a nedmnch larger house (116 Merrimack Street), as agtvo tenements
(104-06 & 110-12 Merrimack Street), occupied by &ypes of C.M. and A.W. Rolfe’s shop.

%1 The size of the two farms did differ, however: Natiel’s farm had 86 acres of improved land andfrhimproved,
while Timothy’s was 98 and 89 acres respectively.

32 Much of the data for A.W. Rolfe in the 1870 censasms to be missing, so the actual extent ofdristdtural activity is
difficult to judge.
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existent agricultural operation. His farm is listedh neither tilled, unimproved nor woodlot acreag

and only three acres of pasture land, and the \ailéerm production is a mere $15, far lower thag a

of his neighbors. The only livestock on hand were thickens. Crops were limited to potatoes (arpalt
ten bushels) and fifteen apple tress which borégshels. (The proportion of trees to gathered fsui
strikingly low.) By then, the barn was probably taded to housing equipment and work horses at the
family’s industries. After the Rolfe shop closedli®41, it housed household animals and was used for
storage.

At least part of the former Nathaniel Rolfe Farmsvpairchased from the family by Hazen Knowlton in
1866. Trained as a carpenter and employed for rijeans in the Rolfe brothers sash, blind and box
shops, Hazen erected a house for himself a shsigraie south of the barn and subdivided the renmini
land for house lots on a new street he named “Railfeet.” Nearly all of the residents on the nengest
were employed at the Rolfe shop, and many werdssf tlescent® The farmland continued to be
carved into house lots, often by Rolfes. In additio those already mentioned, family members edecte
or purchased 63, 104-06, 110-112, and 120 Merrintidet, as well as 6, 26 and 35 Penacook Street.
Another piece of the former farm was donated byahW. Rolfe to the City of Concord in 1920 in
memory of the early Rolfe settlers. By the firstages of the 2Dcentury, the immediate neighborhood
was fairly well built out.

In 1992, 10 and 11 Penacook Street, which had imelie same ownership since 1834, despite being on
opposite sides of the road, were separated intddtsoMarjorie Rolfe, who resided at 6 Penacook,
purchased the field and garage south of her hauk@ Benacook, as well as the Nathaniel Rolfe House
at 16 Penacook (excluding the land on which it, satprder to ensure its preservation. 11 and 16
Penacook Street minus the Nathaniel Rolfe Housed s@ld out of the Rolfe fami? John and
Constance Zobel, the new owners, occupied 11 Pekdoosix years prior to selling it and moving
across the street to 16 Penacook, where they draatew, modular house in 1998, situated northef t
Nathaniel Rolfe House, and west of the barn.

In 2002, the Zobels unexpectedly and quietly sb&lRolfe Barn to Robert Betchart, of Newbury,
Massachusetts, a specialist in renovating old lmgkl Before anyone locally even realized the Iieauh
been sold, Betchart re-sold it to Ken Epworth oh@éor, Vermont, who intended to disassemble and
rebuild it as the pivotal structure in a complextokee New England barns converted into a single
residential compound at an undisclosed site andriarndisclosed cliem@ver the next four months, a
massive campaign evolved to keep the barn in Pekadte barn’s plight and the efforts of The
Penacook Historical Society received national poes®rage, including articles in tihristian Science
Monitor, USA Todaynd front-page stories in tiB®oston GlobeThe Society and concerned citizens
petitioned the Concord City Council that the loEthe barn would mean the loss of a key part of the
city’s history, as well as of a building uniqueth® State of New Hampshire, and convinced thetoity
take the structure by eminent domain. With his plandisarray, Epworth instead sold the barn to the
society, which contemporaneously purchased theeehtb-acre lot (and later assumed ownership of the
Nathaniel Rolfe House). In 2008, The Penacook HisabSociety seized the opportunity to add the
Deacon Abiel House at 11 Penacook Street to itdigs.

%3 Book 176/430 (1866); Brown, 1902: 477-79; 188@Ibieye view; 1892 map. According to the 1866 ddetlRolfes sold
this land to pay creditors. 20 Penacook Street imenlain the Knowlton family until 1903, shortly aftHazen’s death. In
1926 William Wheeler sold it to Albert J. Morritjrandfather of the present owner, David Morrillofix 485/560]

34 Book 1887/2339 (7/2/1992); 1919/1479 (6/10/1993).
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20.  Applicable NHDHR Historic Context(s)

Early exploration and settlement in the interiordH, 1623-1770.
Logging, lumbering and saw mills, 1620-present

Wood products mills and shops in New Hampshire.

Mixed agriculture and the family farm, 1630-present

21. Architectural Description and Comparative Evalwation
General Description

The Rolfe Family Historic District consists of tlerprimary residences, each of which has
accompanying outbuildings, and a primary outbudgdia barn, for a total of seven contributing
buildings. (The outbuildings for one of the resides are all attached and are not part of this cplihe
residences were built ca. 1774, 1834 and 1902 bgusadescendants of the Rolfe family. The primary
outbuilding was erected ca. 1790. The sole nonrtauriing building is a pre-fabricated house ereced
16 Penacook Street in 1998; although it is immetiraadjacent to the historic buildings, it is satk
from the street and somewhat obscured by the sthastures.

Herbert Rolfe House, 6 Penacook Street, 1902. @anitng Building.

The Herbert Rolfe House is located on the west sid®&nacook Street, north of the Nathaniel Rolfe
Barn. A house, garage and shed occupy the .6-aicréde house and outbuildings retain an
exceptionally high level of architectural integréagd are virtually unaltered since they were camaséd.

The house is a 2 ¥ story, hip-roof, square-plarggQuAnne house with a rear ell. It rests on a brick
foundation and has an asphalt-shingle covered fidad.hip roof is broken by three wall gables, nohe
which is centered on the wall: one is on the fletation and one each on the side elevations.swall
are clad in clapboards and the gable fields in gdgn@ shingles. Trim includes a wide frieze board,
simple corner pilasters, cornice returns and motaeings. Windows are mostly 1/1 and flanked with
wooden shutters. Some of the sash has sliderspoaied into the upper sash. The front (east) gtava
features a Palladian window with a sunray motihia center arch in the left bay. A one-story porch
extends across the remainder of the facade, angtownd the northeast corner of the house to coatin
along the north side elevation. It is supportegbliyed Tuscan columns and is now screened in. The
front entrance is accessed via the porch. The idamiginal and has a square glass pane with molded
panels above and below. An angled bay window isdiocan the south elevation.

The rear (kitchen) ell is 1 % stories and termisatea gable roof, but is similar to the main blachts
architectural treatment. Two brick chimneys withmled caps extend from the roof, one of which is
located at the juncture with the main block. Areingorch with turned posts and a sawn, ornamental
railing extends the length of the south elevatidhe entry door is a slightly plainer version cditlat

the front entrance. Two service doors made of e@rbeaded board are found on the west gable end:
the lower one leads into the cellar and the upperioto an unfinished space behind the kitchen.

The garage was erected in 1926 on a 25'x100’ sfrland purchased for this purpose in December,
1925 It is a hip-roof structure clad with clapboardattfs located southwest of the house. Wide

% The land was oriented north-south and lacked &gabn Penacook Street, but was purchased to #ilogarage to be
sited farther to the west.
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enough to hold two vehicles, it has a single mpétne overhead door. There are two 2/2-sash windows
in each side wall.

North of the garage and directly behind the kitchkis a small gable-roof shed with an extendex re
roof slope. It is clad in clapboards. Two narrovodeays with small openings above puncture the south
wall. The shed, which probably dates from the 19%@s likely built for a chicken coop, but now held
garden tools and equipment.

Ownership & Occupant History

Herbert and Lucy Huff Rolfe erected this house902, a year after their marriage. They purchased th
land on April 21,1902 and were living here by 190&ne of Abial Walker Rolfe’s three sons, Herbert

(1875-1937) managed the family sawmill near theoBgh and worked in the Rolfe shop his entire life.
Herbert and Lucy lived here their entire livessiag five childrer?’ The house is presently occupied by
their daughter, Marjorie Rolfe.

Abial Rolfe Garage, 10 Penacook Street, ca. 19db#atributing building.

This .8-acre parcel is located on the west sidearfacook Street, between the Herbert Rolfe House an
the Nathaniel Rolfe Barn. The land is an open fialtl the garage occupies the southeast corneg clo
to the road. It is a hip-roof structure clad witapboards. Original double-leaf doors on strap &g
enclose the vehicle bay; they have multi-panedsglashe upper portion and horizontal panels béneat
Each side elevation has two 2/2-sash windows.

Ownership & Occupant History

This field has been in the Rolfe family since tigd tentury and was part of the original Nathaniel

Rolfe Farm. During the 2bcentury, the Rolfe family maintained a large, comal vegetable garden
here. Family members recall that the garage wadest by Harry G. Rolfe, prior to his second
marriage in 1916, a time when he was living with parents across the road at 11 Penacook Street. Th
building served as the only garage for 11 Pena&imdet until 1992. That year, 11 Penacook went out
of the Rolfe family, and Marjorie Rolfe, owner oP&nacook Street, purchased this parcel, including
the garagé®

Deacon Abiel Rolfe House, 11 Penacook Street, 1884tributing building.

The Deacon AbigRolfe House, the largest and most intact Greek\Révesidence in Penacook, is
located on the east side of Penacook Street, atayaghe garage at 10 Penacook Street. The bgsdin
consist of a house with rear kitchen ell, two dtetwork sheds and an attached wagon shed on a .75-
acre lot. South of the unpaved driveway is opem[3v

% MCRD; Concord tax records. The land (186'x125"svpairchased on 4/21/1902 from Harry G. Rolfe, MAfySleeper
and Henry C. Rolfe. It may have been part of theesparcel as what is now 10 Penacook Street.

3" Their only son, Robert Abial “Red” Rolfe, was ajordeague baseball player with the New York Yarskiethe 1930s
and ‘40s and as athletic director at Dartmouth &dalfor fourteen years.

3 Book 1892/1189 (1992); Carol Foss and Marjorief®iterviews.

%9 Before the driveway was installed in 1993, thissawas entirely lawn and gardens. Immediatelytsofithe property is a
small field that accompanied this property untd thid-1980s, when it was purchased by the ownadfcent Morrill Farm
at 31 Penacook. During the®6entury, the Rolfes raised corn and potatoesisnfigsld. [Carol Foss interview]
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The main block of the house is a 2 % story, 5x3-8ale-gable, Greek Revival structure with a center
entrance and twin chimneys. It rests on granitedation blocks. The roof is clad in asphalt shiagle
Each of the two chimneys is paneled, with Gothmetyops. Walls are covered with clapboards and
trimmed with molded casings and simple corner [@l&s cornice returns provide additional
architectural interest. Windows have 2/2 sash Ifikeplacing 6/6 sash in the late"entury); until ca.
2000, they were flanked by blinds, which are staretthe attic. The main entrance features a Greek
Revival surround with partial sidelights and a gadg¢ransom of wood. A pair of particularly ornate
boot scrapers are mounted on the wide, dressedeyst@ps. A one-story, hip-roof porch projectsiiro
the south elevation; it may date from the miél"—]:@ntury and was later partially enclosed, or iyma
have been entirely constructed in the lat& @&ntury. The front portion is open, with a charatepost

in the southwest corner and wide, dressed grat@fes sThe entrance in the south face has a cas1880
four-panel door. The enclosed portion of the pdrak paneled corner pilasters and a ca. 1900 plate
glass window with a leaded-glass transom in thérsoall.

The rear kitchen ell is 2 ¥ stories; a brick chisnméth corbeled cap projects from the ridge. Like t
main house, the ell has clapboard-clad walls aptasshingles on the roof. Spanning the south
elevation is a one-story, shed-roof porch suppdrtetlirned posts with sawn scroll brackets; granite
steps access it. The main entrance, located betreapiorch, has a ca. early™2€entury door and a 19
century transom light. The second story featuresda, narrow window with Queen Anne sash,
probably installed ca. 1890s. On the north elevatilbere is another one-story, full-width porchttha
dates from ca. 1910s. It has Tuscan columns teabrea low parapet wall and multi-pane storm sash
that fully enclose it.

The first of two rear sheds is probably originathe house, based on its timber frame. It

is a one-story, gable-roof structure that exteratslfel to the main block and ell. A doorway isdted

on the south elevation, as well as a 2/2-sash windbe north elevation has three 6/6-sash windows.
The second rear shed, built as a workshop, wasdacklel 900 and has a shallow shed roof and a brick
chimney at the northeast corner. Two 2/2-sash wusdaght the north wall. (The only other exposed
wall, that on the east, was not accessible durdw €over.) Both sheds have clapboards on the walls
and asphalt shingles on the roofs.

The wagon shed extends at right angles from th&3@0 work shop. It is a one-story, gable-roof shed
that replaced an earlier—and shorter—one in theedanation that was built between 1868 and 1886.
The existing shed was in place by the mid-1920s. Stted’s original wagon entrance is found on the
west elevation; it retains an early, narrow dodhweertical panels, flanked by a 9/6-sash window on
either side and a third 6/6-sash window at thetseatl. The only apparent alteration to the shélaeis
installation of an overhead door with pent roofded in 1993. Above the door, in the gable pea4, is
6/6-sash window?’

Ownership & Occupant History

Deacon Abiel Rolfe (1781-1840), the oldest of NatBhRolfe’s three children, erected this house
directly across the road from his father’s (and rehee continued to live for another five yearsratii
father’'s death in 1829) in 1834. Abiel was a welpected and beloved citizen to whom others often

01868 Map of Fishersville; 1886 bird’s-eye view; #8815-1927 photograph. Until 1993, either the garar barn across the
street provided parking for this house. After tlaaid was subdivided and put into separate ownerggpdirt driveway was
created and the wagon shed converted into a garage.
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turned to arbitrate disputes. He served on thedadmmmittee in the early 1820s. Trained as a
surveyor, he surveyed boundaries of most of thmgan the vicinity. He obtained his title from his
thirty years as deacon at the First CongregatiGhalrch in the center village (now downtown
Concord). A zealot in his religious work and remendal years later for his “downright integrity and
piety,” he maintained a rigorous schedule on Susdélye day started with a church meeting in
Penacook Village, which he presided over, afterciwiie undertook pastoral work and taught Sunday
School. He then drove into Concord to the Congregat Church service. In the afternoon, he taught
Sunday School at the Horse Hill district school $®and then ran a prayer meeffhg.

For a year prior to his death, Abiel shared theskowith his nephew, Capt. Nathaniel, and his nefg,wi
Mary Jane Moody, whom he married in 1839. Abiejumathed the house to Nathaniel, and the
couple’s first two children were born here, in 18t 18432 However, by 1844, they had moved to 41
Penacook Street, remaining there for a few yedimd®denoving yet again to “small house on Merrimack
Street lately owned by the Bean [heirs].” Circa 98¢hey relocated the old Nathaniel Rolfe House and
lived in it for several years. By then, their hooskel included their four children and two hireddadérs.
During their time in the old Rolfe house, the caiplfinal two children were borff.

During the 1840s and ‘50s, 11 Penacook was alsapoed by Nathaniel’s parents, Capt. Henry and
Deborah Rolfe. After his mother died in 1849, Naibkés sister and brother-in-law, Rhoda and David
Farnum, moved into 11 Penacook with their five atah to assist their father. By 1858, Nathaniel and
his family had replaced them, vacating the old ldaiél Rolfe House around the corner. In 1859,
Nathaniel's father died, leaving Nathaniel, Marylaheir children the sole occupants of 11 Penaébok.

Capt. Nathaniel (1814-1900) was a founding memb@enacook’s Congregational. Church, and with
other members of his family, a major contributoatohapel erected on the Concord side of the river.
also served on the building committee for the giéla first engine house. During his years manatiieg
Rolfe shop, he pointedly hired men of Irish bidlespite initial prejudices expressed by some of his
native-born workmen. He received his military tilem service in the Jackson Rifle Company, part of
the state militia. He was elected to the stateslagire, the constitutional convention and the city
council. Even while managing the family shop, Naiehconsidered farming his primary occupation.
Like other family members, his personal effects tremtlest value, but the value of his real estate was
exceptionally high?®

After the death of his wife, Mary Jane Moody (181876), Nathaniel lived out his years here. In 1870,
their eldest child, Abial Walker Rolfe (1844-1926arried Georgianna Gage, and the couple moved in
with Abial's parents. Georgianna (1848-1944) wasdhughter of Susan G. Johnson and Isaac
Kimball Gage, a prominent Boscawen industrialist Ansinessman who held numerous offices. The

*1 Amsden, XXV: 21-22; Bouton, 1875: 36; Brown, 1982. Horse Hill is the section of Concord nortttief Contoocook
River in the northwest corner of the city. Penacaoguired its own Congregational Church in 1848:dtyears after
Deacon Abial died.

2 The 1840 census indicates the couple also shaegdouse with five other men and two additional \wam

31850 Population Census; Rolfe, 1913.

%4 1850 Population Census; Rolfe, 1913. Henry’s adfiesidence, 41 Penacook Street, was taken gveisison, Timothy
C., who eventually had at least eight children.

451850 & 1860 Population Censes; Brown, 1902: 13433%-19.
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couple remained here for their entire married |i\aexl Abial worked in the family business the entir
time.*°

In 1920Abial donated Rolfe Park, land that had been inrRbke family since the eighteenth century, to
the City of Concord in memory of the early Rolfé¢tlees. Each of

Abial and Georgianna's three sons, Herbert, Harrgr@ Frederick, followed their father into the
family business, and two lived here into adulthdddrry, who became treasurer of the shop, lived her
at various interval$’ Frederick (b. 1879) initially worked in the officé the spinning mill (the stone

mill and later the tannery) and subsequently inaffiee at the Rolfe shop. He married Edna Gray, an
the couple raised their two daughters, Olive andHae here during the lifetime of Frederick’s pasen
(Herbert, who managed the family sawmill near tloedBigh, erected the house at 6 Penacook Street
shortly after his marriage in 1901.) Upon Georgaiameath in 1944, Frederick inherited the housd, a
his family lived out their lives here. Throughohet2d" century, a variety of other Rolfe and Gage
relatives resided here. Georgianna’s sister, Luicytiall Gage, spent her later years here; and Edna’s
sister, Isabel Page, wintered here and ultimaiedyglin the house year-round toward the end ofifeer
Abial and Georgianna’s older daughter, Bertha, nevaried and lived here until her death in 1988.

When the house went out of the Rolfe family in 1982 Penacook Street was separated from 11
Penacook. The following year, 16 Penacook was gifboff, leaving 11 Penacook with no
accompanying land on the opposite side of the rAédr leaving the Rolfe family, 11 Penacook passed
through three owners, until it was purchased by HFéeacook Historical Society in January, 2008.

Historic Photo #1: Deacon Abiel Rolfe House,11 Rertk Street, west & south elevations & wagon sbad,
1915-27. Courtesy Rolfe family collection

“ Brown, 1902: 301-03.
*"When the Rolfe shop finally closed in ca. 1944 pifficers were Henry and Harlow, as well as Hargon, Richard S.
Rolfe, who represented the fifth generation.
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Nathaniel Rolfe House, 16 Penacook Street, ca..1Z@dtributing building.

The Nathaniel Rolfe House, the oldest structuréiwithe district (and in Penacook), is located o t
west side of Penacook Street, directly southweteNathaniel Rolfe Barn. (It was moved to thte si
ca. 1888 — see below.) It is a 1 ¥ story, sideeghl®x1-bay structure on granite posts. The roof is
covered with asphalt shingles; a single chimneyegte from just below the ridge, set just soutlhef
mid-point. The gable ends have Greek Revival typeice returns. Walls are covered with clapboards
and trimmed with plain cornerboards and casings. &st (front) windows have mid*18entury 6/6
sash, while the remainder, with one exception, lraderal-era 9/6 sash. Each window is flanked with
wooden blinds. The east-facing facade has an amgrarthe outer bays, with two windows to its side.
The doorways have mid-f&entury, four-panel doors and Federal-era, tHge-transoms above. The
shadow line of a rear ell survives, though it wamoved ca. mid-1950s, after the last occupantHeft
building. The rear entrance and window to its Vediuld have led into the €ff.

The building is actually two late f&entury, nearly equally sized structures that \j@ireed together.
Family tradition places the initial constructiongsle at ca. 1774, a date that is corroborated bgiqdly
evidence. Physical evidence also points to thehrmatf as the earlier half, though the south hasw
probably appended within ten years. Each half Haeswan frame.

The interior of the house, vacant for over fiftyay® reflects the complex history of the structure,
including its origin as two separate structures igmtivo moves. The dominant interior finish apsetar
date from 1829-1840, coinciding with its occupabgyDeacon Abiel Rolfe (1829-36). Although the
house was occupied until 1953, there were no appanprovements made during theé™gentury.

Ownership & Occupant History

From ca. 1774 until ca. 1888, various members ®Rhblfe family occupied this small house. Until
1794, brothers Nathaniel (1744-1829) and Benjammiri752), who originally erected the house
(probably just the north half), shared the houdé Wieir wives and growing families, with as marsy a
fifteen people before Benjamin moved to Maine. $beth half was likely appended to the north ca.
1778, the year Nathaniel married Judith Walker @lem

Nathaniel Rolfe was evidently an astute individwah a knack for real estate and farming. In 17%s8,
ranked in the top seven percent of Concord taxgayiring the notoriously cold summer of 1816,
when there were frosts each month and few cropgvaat, Nathaniel Rolfe was one of the few farmers
in New Hampshire able to raise corn in any quantityough prices for the crop soared, he refused to
sell it commercially, instead selling it at the yimus year’s price to the poorer families in the
Borough?® By all accounts, Benjamin Rolfe was an adventuroas, describes as “a man of great
energy and push, of remarkable strength of mindomaly; just the qualities to constitute the sucitgss
pioneer settler where a home is to be hewn otefiilderness™

“8 The ell was a lengthy structure. The end sectias 'emoved even earlier and appended to the Rbifp Sround the
corner on Merrimack Street. The section closesttéchouse apparently moved with the house fronMérimack Street site
to its existing site. Whether it was built befot®first move (ca. 1849) is unknown.

**Bouton: 371-372, 758; Brown, 1902: 216.

0 Lapham, 1890: 131-33.
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Nathaniel’s second son, Capt. Henry (1785-1859),has wife, Deborah Carter (1786-1849), whom he
married in 1808, had their first four children retNathaniel Rolfe House before building their own
house a short distance to the south at 41 Penatook.

His unmarried son, Deacon Abiel, remained withfaiker until the latter’s death, staying on in the
house until 1834 when he erected 11 Penacook aitresead. For the next thirteen years, various of
Capt. Henry’s eleven children lived here. Circa9,8%e house was moved from its original site at 6
Penacook around the corner to Merrimack Streetwest of #116, where one of Capt. Henry’s sons,
Capt. Nathaniel, lived here with his wife, Mary daand their six children for about nine ye¥r$he
final Rolfe to reside here was Colonel Abial, higensarah, and daughter, Lizzie, who occupiedrit fo
forty years. In 1860, in addition to the familytbfee, the house was home to a farm laborer, asteam
a dressmaker, an Irish day laborer and an Irishedhic, all in their twentie¥ Col. Abial ultimately
moved the house ca. 1888 to its current site aactent a new house for himself and his daughtet @t 1
Merrimack. For the next 100 years, the NathanidfeRidouse (and barn) was in the same ownership as
11 Penacook.

The first occupant of the house on its new site Na$y farmer Joseph B. Knowlton, who leased itiun
his deati?* Shortly thereafter, Charles C. Jerald, a sawy#reaRolfe shop, moved into the house, in
November, 1891. By 1904, Jerald had switched t&Cinecord Woodworking Company in West
Concord. The following year, at the age of fortyetwe died from meningitis, leaving behind his
widow, Mary (“Etta”) Hardy Jerald, and two childrdéva, and Harry C. Mary remained in the
Nathaniel Rolfe House, mostly alone, until 1953rkirng as a housekeeper for members of the Rolfe
family, primarily doing laundry for Georgianna Relicross the street at 11 Penacook and some
washing for Herbert and Lucy Rolfe at 6 Penacodhc&1953, it has been vacant.

°1 Capt. Henry Rolfe received his military title whaerving in the Eleventh Regiment of the New Harmesilitia. Like
his brother, he was active in religious and edocati affairs. 41 Penacook Street was later taken by his son, Timothy
C., who eventually had at least eight childrenojn, 1902: 218]

*2\Why the house was moved remains a mystery, uitiesw site offered better expansion opportuniiiesNathaniel’s
growing family. Indeed, while the house stood orrtieack Street, it sported a lengthy ell, which nieye been added by
Nathaniel. Part of the ell was later used as amgpghop for C.M. & A.W. Rolfe.

31860 Population Census.

> Book 268/211 (1868); city directories; Randall391892 map. Joseph Knowlton was not new to thia;an 1868 he
purchased 7 ¥ acres of intervale land that had belmnged to Capt. Henry Rolfe, and from thencéfbe appears in city
directories living near the depot (which stood indimagely north of 11 Penacook) or on Penacook StHistrelationship to
Hazen Knowlton (whose sons were Edward S. and Artas not yet been researched; perhaps they wetteebs.

% City directories; Randall, 1936; Marjorie RolfedaRobin Rolfe Bagley interviews.
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Historic Photo #2: Nathaniel Rolfe House, ca. 19@20. Courtesy Rolfe family collection

Nathaniel Rolfe Barn, 16 Penacook Street, ca. 1€8dtributing building.

The Nathaniel Rolfe Barn is located on the west silPenacook Street, close to the road and odente
south, with its long axis running east to wests & double English barn with seven bays, buil in
single building campaign in the late eighteenthten and measuring 85’ in length, 33’ in deptldan
28’ in height. It rests on a rough-cut granite at@he foundation; cellar access is provided through
openings in both the east and west ends. Exteadis What are exposed to the weather are sheathed i
clapboards (added in the early twentieth centuri)le those protected by the north ell and learaeeh

a mix of wood shingles and vertical board sheathimim consists of wide corner boards and flatrdoo
and window casings. The primary entrances—two waguemings in each of the two drive bays—have
early large, two-leaf drive doors at the two scerfrances (one is hinged and the other rolls on an
exterior track). The northwest entrance was franh®an slightly around the turn of the twentieth
century and a smaller, two-leaf, hinged door ireerihe northeast entrance, now obscured by thib nor
ell, was also framed down, and a pass-door instaflemix of fixed and sliding windows are found on
each elevation; sash has mid-lat& t@ntury muntin profiles.

The primary structural system of the barn is adrneathed hewn timber, with up-and-down sawn
secondary members. Joints were cut using the saribeThe original exterior cladding consistedupf
and-down sawn boards, applied vertically; mostisertaeneath later exterior siding. The purlin ragfi
system consists of eight principal rafters that oesand are locked into tie beams, purlins, aagainal
braces. Roof sheathing boards run vertically thgtle of each slope. All of the rafters and tie beame
hewn, while the girts, purlins, braces and shegtbivards are up-and-down savn.

The interior of the Rolfe Barn is laid out like tvizmglish barns butted together. Two central
drives/threshing floors, both open to the roof, feaeked by two-story bays, the upper of which serv
as haylofts. Additional hay storage was obtainedldoyring the open drives with loose planks to teea

*® These sawn members possibly came from one ofwhsawmills a mile or so away at the Borough, baterprobably
from a recently erected sawmill across the ContokdRiver in Boscawen.
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temporary lofts, or scaffolds. (Many of these pnémain stored in the barn’s lofts.) Portionshef t
barn reflect an early twentieth century reconstamgtwhen it was fitted out with a cow tie-up ireth
northeast corner, horse stalls in the north ertiethree center bays (a total of eight stallsandnter
access aisle), and a box stall and tack room isdligh end of the center bays. These alterations
coincide with the shift in the barn’s primary furoet from agriculture to housing work horses usea th
Rolfe family’s shop.

The barn’s north ell is a single-story, 41’ x 2&usture with clapboard walls (which pre-date those
the barn) and an asphalt-clad roof. The east (felavation is divided into three bays, each wittrige
opening. The south bay is open, while the otherhiaae interior sliding doors made of vertical beshde
matched boards.

The north ell was built in two sections. The westtjis a sawn timber-frame, shed roof structurée tha
was free-standing before it was appended to thi meall of the barn, where it blocked the northeast
drive door. The east part was constructed agawesearlier portion when the latter was marriechto t
barn, sometime prior to 1886.

The most recent addition to the barn is a leategted in the late nineteenth or early twentiethtary.
Its walls are clad in horizontal boarding and tbefrin asphalt shingles. It lacks a formal foundati

Historic Photo #3: Nathaniel Rolfe Barn, SE corn2@" ¢ (pre-1962). Courtesy Rolfe family collection

*"The ell in its current configuration appears om 1886 birds-eye view.
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Historic Photo #4: Nathaniel Rolfe Barn, north @dlast elevation), ca. 1900. Courtesy Rolfe fanoliection

More detailed information on the barn can be foumthe Rolfe Barn National Register nomination on
file at NHDHR.

Wagon Shed, 16 Penacook Street, lat&/drly 23" c. Contributing building

Situated along the north lot line and providingraormal enclosure with the barn and its northieb
wagon shed. It is a lightly-built, two-bay, gabtsef structure that sits on stones and is orientadllel
to the barn. The roof is covered with asphalt slesgrhe exterior walls are clad in horizontal labar
sheathing; the clapboards on the east bay (eastatidelevations) were applied later. The shempen
to the south. The east bay has a pair of slidimgoat-board doors that were probably added later.

House, 16 Penacook Street, 1998. Non-contributinigling.

Erected in 1998 as a single-family residence, fihesfabricated house encloses the barnyard fornged b
the barn, its north ell, and the wagon shed. dt @e-story, gable-roof, modular dwelling with a
partially exposed basement. The roof is slightiyhler in the center bay and extends over a shallow
facade porch supported by simple posts. A singtk lmhimney rises from the ridge, at the north ehd
the center bay. Walls are covered with vinyl sidamgl the roof with asphalt shingles.
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Ownership & Occupant History

Until1998, 16 and 11 Penacook were in the same ki That year, John and Constance Zobel
moved out of 11 Penacook, sold that property, aodea across the street, erecting this house far the
residence. In 2003 the Zobels sold the Nathanié#eRBarn to Kenneth Epworth, with the expectatibn i
would be dismantled and moved off-site. Instead ,Renacook Historical Society gathered support to
retain the structure and then purchased the gmiiqgerty from the Zobels in the spring of that year
Since then, this house has been leased.

22. Statement of Significance

A: The Rolfe Family Historic District is eligiblengler Criterion A for its associations with the garl
settlement of Penacook, as well as with its ingqugthe entire district is part of the former Natlen
Rolfe Farm, the first established settlement is f@ction of Penacook. The Nathaniel Rolfe House wa
the first structure to be erected in the villagd despite its two moves (each of the three housse sias
within 400’ of each other, on the same side ofrtesl, and on family land) and later finishes, it
continues to present as two laté"I®ntury half-houses butted together. The bamptithe second
building erected within the village, would be tinerd. Together, the buildings are unsurpassed withi
Penacook in their ability to convey the village&leest settlement. Subsequent generations of thie R
family erected houses within the district and comid to actively engage in the family industry;
meanwhile, the barn became home to the work horses.

The Rolfe Homestead, which includes the buildirntgkGaPenacook Street, was listed on the State
Register in 2006 under Criterion A.

C: The Rolfe Family Historic District is eligiblender Criterion C; three of the four primary res@asc

are excellent representatives of architecturaestgk building types. The Nathaniel Rolfe Barn isr@
example of a double English barn constructed imgles building campaign; its significance was
recognized in National Register listing in 2007 eTbeacon Abiel House is the largest and best exampl
of Greek Revival domestic architecture in Penacdtie Herbert Rolfe House is an excellent example
of domestic Queen Anne architecture that retainsxaeptionally high degree of integrity. The fourth
resource is an unusual example of lat8 &8ntury building construction that stands virtyaihaltered
since the mid-19 century.

23. Periods(s) of Significance

A: ca. 1774 — 1958:the period during which the Bd&mily owned and occupied the properties within
the Historic District (1958 represents the 50-ya#roff for the State Register)

C:ca. 1774, ca. 1790, 1834, 1902: the dates aftnastion for each of the primary resources witthie
Historic District

24. Statement of Integrity

The Rolfe Family Historic District retains an oviéfagh level of integrity, including location, digs,
materials, setting, workmanship, feeling and asgmri. Although the district itself has lost itglga
agricultural character, an adjacent farm still prleg some of that original setting. The buildingthim
the district maintain their historic relationshipseach other.
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Despite the two relocations of the Nathaniel Réltaise, that property continues to maintain intggrit
of location, as the house has been on its exisitegor over 110 years. For the forty years imratady
previous to that time, it was still occupied by alfR family member, just beyond the Historic Distri

25. Boundary Justification

The boundary was drawn to include all of the @umdus Rolfe family properties that have lengthg tie
with the family. While the boundary could have bestended to the northwest to include 116
Merrimack Street, the site of the Nathaniel Rolfeuske for forty years and currently occupied by a
house erected ca. 1888 by Colonel Abial Rolfe, pinaperty is neither visually linked to the restloé
district, nor does it have the lengthy family tils was not occupied by the Rolfe family after 292
Similarly, 41 Penacook Street, erected by CaptanridRolfe in 1814, is excluded due to its distance
the presence of non-family properties in betweahthat it has not been owned by family members for
many years.

All of the properties within the Historic Districté--10, 11 and 16 Penacook Street—are contiguous and
remained in family ownership into the early 199Dsday, two properties continue in family ownership
and the remaining are owned by The Penacook HistidBiociety.

26. Boundary Description

The boundary includes the entire lots of 6, 10, BidPenacook Street on the west side of the roatl, a
the entire lot of 11 Penacook Street on the edstddi the road for a total of 3.8 acres.
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Date of photograph: March 2008 Negative storetlBtDHR

Photo 1 description: Herbert Rolfe House, 6 Penla&iq showing front (east) elevation and garage
Roll: 1 Frame: 27 Direction: W

Photo 2 description: Herbert Rolfe House, 6 Penla&iq showing front and south elevations. Shed Eackground.
Roll: 1 Frame: 1 Direction: NW
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Date of photograph: March 2008 Negative storetlBtDHR

Photo 3 description: Herbert Rolfe House, 6 Penla&iq south & west elevations, showing kitchen ell
Roll: 1 Frame: 21 Direction: NE

Photo 4 description: Herbert Rolfe House, 6 Peolk&i., showing garage and shed
Roll: 1 Frame: 2 Direction: W




New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources Page 26 of 33

AREA FORM AREA NAME : Rolfe Family Historic District

Date of photograph: March 2008 Negative storetlBtDHR

Photo 5 description: Looking across field at 10d&eamwk St. toward Herbert Rolfe House, 6 Penacook St
Roll: 1 Frame: 9 Direction: N

Photo 6 description: 10 Penacook Street, showangge (front and south elevations)
Roll: 1 Frame: 3 Direction: N
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Date of photograph: September 2006 & March 2008

gaiee stored at: NHDHR

Photo 7 description: Nathaniel Rolfe House (eastation) & Barn (south elevation)

Roll: 1 Frame: 14 Direction: NW

Photo 8 description: Nathaniel Rolfe House (eastation)
Roll:  Frame: 7 Direction: W




New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources

AREA FORM

Page 28 of 33
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Date of photograph: September 2006 & March 2008

egdtive stored at: NHDHR

Photo 9 description: Nathaniel Rolfe Barn, eastaien, showing north ell

Roll:  Frame: 6 Direction: W

Photo 10 description: From left: wagon shed (veest south elevations) garage; Dea. Abiel House;akkarn ell

Roll: 1 Frame: 10 Direction: NE
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AREA NAME : Rolfe Family Historic District

Date of photograph: May 2004 & March 2008 Negatitared at: NHDHR

Photo 11 description: 1998 house, 16 Penacook&it,(front) elevation

Roll:  Frame: 15 Direction: W

Photo 12 description: View showing Nathaniel Rofi@use at left, 1998 house in middle and SE corh&ioBarn

Roll:  Frame: 6 Direction: NW
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Date of photograph: March 2008 Negative storetlBtDHR

Photo 13 description: Deacon Abiel Rolfe HouseP&hacook St., front (west) elevation
Roll: 1 Frame: 5 Direction: E

Photo 14 description: Deacon Abiel Rolfe HousePg&hacook St., showing detail of door scraper ait feotrance
Roll: 1 Frame: 18 Direction: NE
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Date of photograph: March 2008 Negative storetlBtDHR

Photo 15 description: Deacon Abiel Rolfe HouseP&hacook St., south elevation, showing kitcherfigdt, shed
& wagon shed
Roll: 1 Frame: 12 Direction: N

Photo 16 description: Deacon Abiel Rolfe HouseP&hacook St., north elevation, showing ell & sheds
Roll: 1 Frame: 25 Direction: S
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Date of photograph: March 2008 Negative storetlBtDHR

Photo 17 description: View looking at district frararth end, showing 11 Penacook at left & barrigdttr
Roll: 1 Frame: 24 Direction: S

Photo 18 description: View looking at 11 PenacddkPenacook field & garage, and 16 Penacook ddthgs
from 6 Penacook
Roll: 1 Frame: 23 Direction: S
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Date of photograph: March 2008 Negative storetlBtDHR

Photo 19 description: View of district from soutide showing barn, garage & 6 Penacook at left @&hacook
at right
Roll: 1 Frame: 15 Direction: N

Photo 20 description: View of west side of Pen&cBtreet, showing barn, garage & 6 Penacook St.
Roll: 1 Frame: 17 Direction: N




